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Decision

To award the contract for a Floating Support and Winter
Shelter Co-ordinator Officer to Connection Oxford Ltd.
The contract is fully funded by the Flexible
Homelessness Support Grant.

Reasons for decision

The prevention of homelessness is a key aim of Vale of
White Horse District Council.

As part of a review of homelessness services, the council
identified an opportunity to further strengthen its success in
preventing homelessness by procuring a specialist floating
support Officer.

The Floating Support and Winter Shelter Co-ordinator Officer
will work with highly vulnerable individuals and families who
are at imminent risk of becoming homeless and require
intensive and holistic outreach support to maintain their
accommodation. This may include help accessing statutory
and voluntary support services, tenancy maintenance, debt
management and assistance into employment.

The Officer will also support the operation of winter shelter
provision for South and Vale rough sleepers in Oxfordshire.
The Officer will oversee access into winter shelter provision
and work closely with the council’s outreach service and
specialist Housing Needs Officer to support and secure
accommodation for South and Vale rough sleepers.

The tender process was conducted in full accordance with
the council’s Contract Procedure Rules.




The contract is for a period of two years, with an option to
extend by one year. The potential cost of the contract is
£142,718 (over three years). Itis fully funded from the
Flexible Homelessness Support Grant and the cost will be
equally divided 50/50 per cent between South Oxfordshire
and Vale of White Horse District Councils.

One bid was received that met the tender requirements and
offered value for money. The bid was submitted by
Connection Oxford Ltd.

Alternative options
rejected

To directly recruit to the position of a Floating Support and
Winter Shelter Co-ordinator Officer.

This option was rejected as the position is a specialist role
that is most effectively provided by a dedicated service with
expertise in the field.

Legal implications

There are no legal implications arising from the procurement
of the Floating Support and Winter Shelter Co-ordinator role.

Financial implications

The potential total cost of the contract of £142,718 over three
years is fully funded from the Flexible Homelessness
Support Grant. This grant is ring-fenced for the purpose of
either preventing or relieving homelessness.

Other implications None
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